
Attachment 2 
 

Summary of Projects Recommended for Access & Habitat Funding  
The Access and Habitat (A&H) Board met April 20, 2022 in La Grande to review projects 
recommended for funding by A&H Regional Councils (Councils). Five Board members 
participated in the meeting, however, one Board member attending virtually experienced a loss of 
connectivity and was unable to participate in voting on the first seven projects. A project must 
receive at least four supporting votes from the Board to be recommended for funding. A brief 
description of the funding requested, access and habitat benefits provided, as well as Board votes 
follows.  The A&H Board recommends funding the following ten projects: 
 
2022-03 Territorial Youth Deer Hunt          
 

• A&H Funds:  $5,394, ($1,798 each year)  
• Cost per Acre:  $0.40 each year  
• Total Project Cost:  $14,418 
• Applicant:   Giustina Resources, LLC. 
• Location:   Siuslaw Wildlife Management Unit 
• Access Acres:   4,477  
• Project Duration:  November 2022-December 2024 
• Board Vote:   Yes: 4; No: 0 

 
This is a renewal of a project that provides access for 10 to 13 youth deer hunters per year to hunt 
one black-tailed deer during weekends in November for three years. The project provides access 
for all successful applicants for the 620T controlled youth deer hunt in the Siuslaw wildlife 
management unit. The number of youth hunters utilizing the property will vary with adjustments 
in tag numbers for the 620T2 tag.  New for this year, two of the youth deer hunters will be chosen 
at random to also hunt the access area for bull elk during the General Western Oregon Coast 1st 
season. Youths and accompanying adult(s) must register with the landowner, agree to conditions 
of access, and check in with a local security guard prior to accessing the property.  
 
The Regional Council recommended the project unanimously, Oregon Hunters Association 
Umpqua and Emerald chapters are contributing partners in the project.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Territorial Youth Hunt Project Map  
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2022-04 Bentz Access Area          
 

• A&H Funds:  $48,105, ($9,621 each year)  
• Cost per Acre:  $2.25 each year  
• Total Project Cost:  $50,605 
• Applicant:   Linda Bentz. 
• Location:   Malheur River Wildlife Management Unit 
• Access Acres:   4,276  
• Project Duration:  August 2022-March 2027 
• Board Vote:   Yes: 4; No: 0 

 
This is a renewal of a project that provides “Welcome to Hunt” access on 4,276 acres of private 
land in the Malheur River Wildlife Management Unit for five years. The property provides 
access to hunt big game, upland birds and predators.  Linda is also enrolled in the department’s 
Open Fields program with a habitat improvement project to treat invasive annual grasses.  

The Regional Council recommended the project unanimously.  
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2022-05 Jenkins Access             
 

• A&H Funds:  $124,002, ($24,800 each year)   
• Cost per Acre:  $2.40 each year for Welcome to Hunt access 

$1.80 each year for By Permission access 
• Total Project Cost:  $126,502 
• Applicant:   Rich Jenkins 
• Location:   Steens Mountain Wildlife Management Unit 
• Access Acres:   8,187 for Welcome to Hunt access 

4,770 for By Permission access  
• Project Duration:  August 2022-March 2027 
• Board Vote:   Yes: 4; No: 0 

 
The Jenkins Access Area has been enrolled in the Access and Habitat program since 2008. This 
project proposes to pay Rich Jenkins $2.40 per acre for 8,187 acres of “Welcome to Hunt” access 
and $1.80 per acre for 4,770 acres of “By Permission” access in the Steens Mountain Wildlife 
Management for five years beginning fall of 2022. Vehicle access will continue to be limited to a 
designated private access road, BLM roads, and existing county roads. No vehicle access will be 
allowed off designated roads due to habitat resource concerns, and ATVs are not allowed on 
property. The Regional Council recommended the project unanimously.   
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2022-06 Kueny Ranch Access Area         

 
• A&H Funds:  $58,500, ($11,700 each year) 
• Cost per Acre:  $2.00 each year  
• Total Project Cost:  $61,000 
• Applicant:   Davis Ranches and Farms, Mike Davis 
• Location:   Steens Mountain Wildlife Management Unit 
• Access Acres:   5,850  
• Project Duration:  August 2022-March 2027 
• Board Vote:   Yes: 4; No: 0 

 
The continuation of a project which began in 2007. This project will provide Welcome to Hunt 
public access for a period of five years for the pursuit of big game, including bighorn sheep, 
upland game birds, rabbits, and predators. The ranch is surrounded by BLM land that is very 
difficult or impossible to access from areas outside of the ranch, roughly 4,282 acres in total. The 
project area is one of the most popular in Southeast Oregon because of the diverse hunting 
opportunities it provides. 

The Regional Council recommended the project unanimously (4:0).   
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2022-07 Lawen Access Area          
 

• A&H Funds:  $65,050, ($13,010 each year) 
• Cost Per Acre:  $2.00 each year, ($2.40 for Juhl)  
• Total Project Cost:  $74,550  
• Applicant:   Betty Opie, Ross Opie, Vern Brown, Jolene Juhl, and Ty Temple 
• Location:   Steens Wildlife Management Unit 
• Access Acres:   6,167  
• Access Duration:  August 2022 - March 2027 
• Board Vote:   Yes: 4; No: 0 

 

The Lawen Access Area, which began in 2006, provides Welcome to Hunt access to private land 
for five years near Malheur National Wildlife Refuge. The project provides hunting opportunities 
for waterfowl, pheasants, antelope, deer and coyotes. The area habitat varies by water level. 
During dry years the area is composed of meadow hay, forbs, and bulrush while during wet years 
the area is composed of multiple sloughs and ponds. The wet years provides good waterfowl 
hunting opportunities and dry years provide opportunities to hunt pheasants. Each cooperating 
landowner receives $2.00 per acre for access except for Jolene Juhl who receives $2.40.  The 
increase payment reflects additional habitat work conducted on the property by the landowner 
and enrollment in the NRCS Wetland Reserve Program.   

The Regional Council recommended the project unanimously (4:0).   
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2022-08 Otley Access Area           
 

• A&H Funds:   $173,440, ($34,688 each year) 
• Cost per Acre:  $2.25 each year 
• Total Project Cost:  $175,941  
• Applicant:   Donald Dryer 
• Location:   Malheur River Wildlife Management Unit 
• Access Acres:   15,417 
• Project Duration:  August 2022-March 2027 
• Board Vote:   Yes: 4; No: 0 

 
The Otley Access Area, which originated in 2007, will allow Welcome to Hunt access to private 
land to hunt big game, upland game birds and predators for five years. The project provides 
access to a large portion of the public lands on Steens Mountain. Without the project area, hunter 
access and travel to BLM lands would be severely limited. 
 
Through the Mule Deer Initiative, the Department partnered with the BLM to fund the removal 
of over 2,700 acres of juniper on the property that had encroached into bitterbrush, aspen, and 
mountain mahogany stands. In 2006 the Grand dad fire burned a portion of the access area and 
an emergency fire reseeding project through the A&H program funded the seed purchase on 
roughly 3,000 acres.   
 
The Regional Council recommended the project unanimously (4:0).   
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2022-09 Green Diamond Resource Company Access Area        
 

• Open Fields Funds: $74,389, ($27,551.25 each year) 
• A&H Funds:  $8,265, (Final Payment) 
• Cost per Acre:  $1.25 each year 
• Total Project Cost:  $87,153  
• Applicant:   Jon M. Cole for Green Diamond Resource Company 
• Location:   Catherine Creek, Mt. Emily, Sled Springs, Starkey, Walla Walla & 

Wenaha Wildlife Management Units 
• Access Acres:   22,041 
• Project Duration:  April 2022-March 2025 
• Board Vote:   Yes: 4; No: 0 

 
This project will continue the Green Diamond Resource Company (GDRC) Access Area 
providing“Welcome to Hunt” access on privately owned commercial timberlands for a period of 
three years to hunt big game, upland game birds, and predators. GDRC ownership in NE Oregon 
occurs in several WMUs, alongside the Manulife Forest Management lands.  The acreage is part 
of five existing Cooperative Travel Management Areas, including those in the Sled Springs 
WMU which have provided public access to private lands for over 45 years. As a corporate 
timber manager, the Green Diamond Resource Company provides ongoing habitat investments 
for invasive weed control, road maintenance, and silvicultural activities which improve forage 
conditions for a variety of species. 
 
The funding for this project comes 90% from Open Fields and 10% for A&H funds. The final 
10% payment is contractually reserved until the end of the project and because it is after the 
grant deadline for Open Fields, A&H funds will be used for the final payment. 
 
The Regional Council recommended the project unanimously, (5:0).    
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2022-10 Glass Hill Access Area (Rice)           
 

• A&H Funds:   $8,200, ($1,640 each year) 
• Cost per Acre:  $1.80 each year 
• Total Project Cost:  $10,700 
• Applicant:   Dr. Joel Rice 
• Location:   Starkey Wildlife Management Unit 
• Access Acres:   911  
• Project Duration:  August 2022-January 2027 
• Board Vote:   Yes: 5; No: 0 

 
This project provides “By-Permission Hunting” access on 911 acres of private land in the 
Starkey Wildlife Management Unit to hunt big game, upland game birds and predators. The 
original project application was for three years but the Board modified the project to five years. 
This project will improve access to adjacent A&H access areas and Ladd Marsh Wildlife Area. 
Initiated in 2008, this block of public/private lands is known collectively as the Glass Hill Access 
Area.  Due to its proximity to La Grande, the Glass Hill Access Area receives an extremely high 
level of use from hunters and recreationists alike. 
 
Dr. Rice’s property provides important year-round wildlife habitat. The numerous small streams 
and springs provide important riparian habitat. Open meadows, shrublands and the conifer forest 
uplands are also heavily utilized by wildlife. The Glass Hill property serves as an important 
travel corridor for animals migrating between summer range and winter range habitats. Under 
normal winter conditions, anywhere from 350-500 wintering elk can be found on the property 
and other adjacent state and private lands.  
    
The Board member that had lost connectivity was able to rejoin the meeting for this and the 
following projects. The Regional Council recommended the project unanimously (5:0).   
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2022-11 M.R. King Ranches Access Area           
 

• A&H Funds:   $44,750, ($8,950 each year) 
• Cost per Acre:  $2.00 each year 
• Total Project Cost:  $47,250  
• Applicant:   M.R. King Ranches Inc.  
• Location:   Lookout Mountain & Sumpter Wildlife Management Units 
• Access Acres:   4,475 
• Project Duration:  August 2021-January 2027 
• Board Vote:   Yes: 5; No: 0 

 
This project provides “Welcome to Hunt” access to 4,475 acres of private land in the Lookout 
Mountain and Sumpter WMUs for a period of five years to hunt big game, including bighorn 
sheep and upland game birds. This project also improves access to surrounding public lands and 
other A&H access areas. The Lookout Mountain WMU is the highest priority area for the Baker 
District field office to increase public hunting access to private lands.  The Baker District staff 
have long struggled with an ever-increasing elk population in the Lookout Mountain WMU.  The 
unit is comprised primarily of private lands and creating access to private lands has been a huge 
asset to department, hunting public, and private landowners alike. The department has 
implemented several elk hunts to help address current damage situations and aid in the effort to 
redistribute elk and reduce population numbers.     
 
The Regional Council recommended the project unanimously (5:0).   
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2022-12 Troy Ranches Access Area          
 

• A&H Funds:   $51,265, ($10,253 each year) 
• Cost per Acre:  $1.80 each year 
• Total Project Cost:  $53,765  
• Applicant:   Patty Herron 
• Location:   Lookout Mountain & Sumpter Wildlife Management Units 
• Access Acres:   5,696  
• Project Duration:  August 2022 - January 2027 
• Board Vote:   Yes: 5; No: 0 

 
The Troy Ranches Access Area will provide “Welcome to Hunt” access on 5,696 acres of private 
land and 1,797 acres of landlocked public land in the Lookout Mountain and Sumpter Wildlife 
Management Units for a period of five years to hunt big game, upland game birds, and predators. 
This project will improve access to surrounding public lands and other A&H access areas. The 
Lookout Mountain WMU is the highest priority area for the Baker District field office to 
maintain or increase public hunting access to private lands. In recent years, big game tag 
numbers have increased with the additional acres of access that have been provided by 
landowner enrollment in the A&H program.  
     
The Regional Council recommended the project unanimously (5:0).   
 

 
 
 

 
 


